Macbeth Critical Essay – Researched – Wicht

· Paper length – 2 to 3 pages

· Documentation Style – MLA

· Research sources – minimum of four sources, one will be the play itself. Works Cited must include text of the play and APPROVED database articles. 

· Paper must be typed.

· Thesis statement DUE, ______, 25 points

· Notes on Research with citation information DUE, ______, 50 points.

· Rough Draft for Peer Edit DUE, ______

· MLA “eyeball check” ______

· Final Paper DUE with Works Cited page DUE, ______. 200 points.

· We will spend approximately a week of class time on this project. The balance of the work must be completed outside of class.

· Late papers will be fined one letter grade per day. Plan your life!!!!!

Choose ONE of the following:

1.  How does Lady Macbeth’s understanding of Macbeth’s character help her to manipulate him to carry out the murder of King Duncan? Explain Lady Macbeth as a villain. What was her motivation for manipulation him to kill Duncan? What do literary critics say about her role in the murder and subsequent events? Explain role reversal as it exists in the play and gender inequality that existed at the time the play was written. Was there something in Shakespeare’s life and times that influenced the development of these characters?

2. Explain Macbeth as a “tragic hero.” How does he meet all the necessary traits of a tragic hero? What do literary critics say about this idea? Look at the various types of tragedy we discussed, does this play fit into any one of them?  Was there something in Shakespeare’s life and times that influenced the development of these characters?

3. Shakespeare’s use of paradox and equivocation appears throughout the entire course of the play. Demonstrate your understanding of these two concepts by referencing three (3) examples in the play. Use quotes. Describe how these examples contribute to the overall theme of the play. What do literary critics say about his use of these elements? Was there something in Shakespeare’s life that influenced his use of paradox and equivocation? 

4. Does Macbeth’s faith in the apparitions ultimately lend itself to his defeat? Use specific examples from several different scenes to describe how Macbeth’s character has evolved. What are the apparitions? What do they tell Macbeth? How does he respond to their messages? What do these images represent? Think about foreshadowing. What do literary critics say about the apparitions and Macbeth’s response to them? Was there something in Shakespeare’s life that influenced Macbeth’s decision to trust the apparitions?

5. Explain the importance and role of the witches and the prophecies to the outcome of the play. What was the witches’ motivation for tricking Macbeth? Did they control the outcome of the play or simply influence it? (Fate vs freewill) What do the literary critics say about the witches and their influence on Macbeth? What evidence from the play (quotes and examples) supports your thesis concerning the role of the witches? Was there something in Shakespeare’s person life and times that shows a fascination with witchcraft? 

