NOVEL UNIT LESSON PLAN DESCRIPTION

Warm Up/Do Now:

· Distribution of materials by mentors

· Attendance based on left-over materials
· Students working on Do Now as soon as bell rings
· Activity is timed
· Do Now and agenda posted on board
Garfield High School has serious problems.  It’s about to lose its accreditation, gangs roam the halls, and the students couldn’t care less about their education.  

Some would say that the same things are happening here in Broward County.  What do you think?  Explain your response and give examples to back up your opinion.  Use specific examples from your home school.

Building Background Knowledge:

Garfield High School is located in East Los Angeles (map).  The area is considered ‘inner-city’ and the school’s test scores are among the lowest in the state.  Most of the students are Mexican-American and most are living below the poverty level.  Teachers are frustrated and have low expectations for the students of Garfield.  The students don’t see the relevance of an education, are not motivated to try or succeed, and do not respect or trust their teachers.  The drop-out rate is very high as most leave school to get jobs working with their families in order to help support the family.  Going on to college is virtually unheard of (make personal connections here).  Mr. Jaime Escalante is about to challenge all that.

Vocabulary Development:
· Pronounce each word aloud (see unit vocabulary list)

· Discuss meanings/descriptions

· Discuss word parts

· Review pronunciation and word meanings

Mastery Sentences:

· Choose one word from the vocabulary list (*)

· Who, What, Where, When, Why, How
Partner Reading/Discussion:

· Review/Demonstrate procedure and discuss expectations

· Noise level, on-task behavior, support and positive interaction

· How much to read?

· Teacher moves through the room and reads with each team

Comprehension:

· Students discuss the questions and go back into the text to find answers.  

· Students must note page numbers where answers are found.

· Students must write in complete sentences.

· Each partner must submit own work with proper heading.
Comprehension Review:

· Teacher reads aloud from novel (rereading what students read).

· Teacher conducts jump-in reading, choral reading, close reading

· Teacher conducts Think-Aloud while reading

· Review each comprehension question, checking for correct page numbers.

· Students self-correct their work.

Comprehension Skill Sheets:

· One skill per unit

· Repeated practice
Extension Activities/Projects:

· Internet research
· AV research
· Other text research
· Art/Music/Physical Activities
Listening Comprehension:

· Teacher reads aloud from related text.

· Text can be a novel, articles, textbook, poem, song lyrics, etc.

· Teacher conducts Think Aloud and asks higher-level questions

· Teacher facilitates discussion that makes connection to novel being read in class.
Wrap Up:

· Review events in novel and vocabulary

· Homework Review/Reading Logs

· Collection of materials by monitors

· Room clean-up

