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- CORNELL QUESTIONS FOR NOTETAKING

Cognitive Skill Base: Categorizing/Classifying

Overview of Activity:
To be a better reader and test taker students need to be able to take notes based on key questions that they
establish for themselves prior fo the actual reading, during the reading and then after the reading. These
questions are known as focus questions.
The name of this activity is Cornell Notetaking because of the format used in the development of the
questions. Most of the questions are grouped according to a particular category. The questions are on the
left hand side of the paper while the answers are recorded on the remaining part of the paper in bullets or
talking points.
Materials: A news article(s) and the related graphic organizer on Cornell Questions for Notetaking.
Instructions with Imbedded Rubrics:

| listened as my teacher modeled the exercise.

| thought about the article that | was about to read and possible questions that | could ask.

| folded my graphic organizer vertically into two parts. The one third on the left labeled preview
questions. The two thirds on the right labeled answers, related information and details.

On the top portion of the paper | recorded my preview questions on the left hand side.

As | carefully read the article | began to look for answers to my preview questions and recorded the
information in bullets on the right hand side of the page.

As | read | also began to see other key questions that needed to be answered so | recorded the
questions on the left hand side and wrote answers to these key questions on the right hand side.

| continued with this question and answer process through the entire arficle.

At the end | folded back the answer phase of the notetaking and attempted to answer the key
questions without looking at the bullet points.

Reflection:

What did | learn about asking questions from this exercise? What will | do in the future when | need to
pose my own questions?
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i TWENTY QUESTIONS

Cognitive Skill Base: Hypothesizing

Overview of Activity:

Twenty Questions is a game that has been around for many years. Today the game has more relevance
than ever.

The teacher or the students may create the answers from the article(s). After being given a clue as to person,
place or thing and a short scenario, students must ask questions that require only a “yes” or “no” answer.
This ability to both use clues and formulate a conceptual question requires critical thinking. This also
requires that students listen carefully to each other’s questions so as not to repeat, but also to utilize the
responses to develop their own questions.
The sooner the student(s) can formulate the right questions, the sooner he/she will get fo the correct
response. If students are not able to come up with the correct questions, they will have unsuccessfully asked
twenty questions and will need to be given the correct answer. Students who know how to ask good
questions should never have to go all the way to twenty.
Materials: A series of articles and the Twenty Questions Graphic Organizer.
_ structions with Imbedded Rubrics:

| listened carefully as the teacher modeled the Twenty Question process.

| skimmed the assigned news articles to get an overview of the major people, places or things that
were included in the articles.

| listened carefully to the initial clues given by the yes / no person.

| wrote down an original question and asked the answer person.

| listened to the other questions and began to think of possible answers as well as other questions.
| continued to ask comprehensive questions when applicable.

I | did not get the correct answer in twenty questions, and the answer had to be given, | thought
about questions that | should have asked so | can be more successful in the future.

Reflection:

What did | learn about asking questions from this exercise? What will | do in the future when | need to
pose my own questionse



TWENTY QUESTIONS

Questions to Identify an Unknown Person, Place or Thing.
_ Clue to be given: Then determine if it is a person, place, or thing before continuing questions.
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STUDENT GROUP, STUDY
GUIDE QUESTIONS

Cognitive Skill Base: Coordinating

Overview of Activity:

It is never too early to teach students to conquer and divide using the study group method of study. Through
this procedure students learn to focus on key questions for a particular portion of the reading matter. They
become experts in one area of the reading and then allow the other students to help them better understand

the other concepts. Study Group Questioning based on key conceptual questions is cooperative learning at
its best.

Study Group Questioning is a valuable tool to help empower students to become independent learners.

In this case the teacher is not in charge, but a group with assigned responsibilities takes over the leadership
role. Each student assumes the responsibility of developing a study guide sheet(s) in answer to specific
questions posed.

After all the study guides are complete, they are compiled and an oral discussion on each guide takes
place. Each student must share the answers to their questions both orally and in writing. From the study
guide questioning method, students usually come away learning much more than if they were studying
independently. Students also like the idea of becoming an expert in a particular area of the study.
__aterials: A news article(s) and graphic organizer for Student Group, Study Guide Questions.

Instructions with Imbedded Rubric:

| listened carefully as my teacher modeled the activity and | developed key questions that needed to
be answered for a product or test.

| volunteered to join a particular study group to assist in finding answers to the assigned questions.
| carefully read my materials with my specific questions in mind and wrote down the answers.

| transferred my answers to an outline format that could be added to the work of other students in
my group.

Along with the others in my group, | distributed the study guide sheets to the rest of the class and
reviewed the material orally as well.

| gathered the study guide sheets from the other groups and listened and highlighted their materials
for the purpose of testing or production.

Reflection:

yat did | learn about asking questions from this exercise? What will | do in the future when | need to
pose my own questionse



STUDENT GROUP, STUDY
GUIDE QUESTIONS
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STUDENT-DRIVEN WEB
QUEST QUESTIONS

Cognitive Skill Base: Executing

Overview of Activity:

As more and more students begin to use the Internet to find their news articles, the greater the need to
develop Web Quest Questions and find the related answers.

In the typical web quest, the teacher poses the question(s) and gives students various websites to utilize to
find the necessary information. In Student-Driven Web Quests, the student chooses a topic of inferest,
locates various websites that are appropriate and then begins to determine his/her own essential web
quest question(s).

Students who are designing their own questions and resources are working on a more advanced critical
thinking level than the student who has been given a specific question and the resources to use.

With so much diversity in a classroom, both types of web quests might work well in the same classroom.
Materials: A news article(s) and the related graphic organizer for Student-Driven Web Quest Questions.
__structions with Imbedded Rubrics:

| listened as my teacher modeled the exercise.

| used a news article or editorial to help chose a topic of interest and began to search out
appropriate newspaper and other websites to learn more about the topic.

To determine a workable web quest question, | examined the web sites for key information that was
available.

From these web sites, | developed a web quest question(s) and began to record related information
that could be used to fully answer my question.

From the related information that | recorded, | developed an essay, oral presentation or thematic
project that demonstrated how well | was able to answer my web quest question(s).

Along with my presentation, | also gave credit to various websites and to other sources that | may
have used in my search.

Reflection:

What did | learn about asking questions from this exercise? What will | do in the future when | need to
;e my own questionse



DRIVEN WEB QUEST QUESTIONS
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