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Semester ONE
	Quarter Three – Expository Writing
January 25 - 28
Instructional Focus this week  - Teachers will administer a timed (45 minute) diagnostic writing prompt. The purpose is for general assessment of students’ strengths and weakness in presentation of ideas, use of mature vocabulary, ability to organize logically, and use of writing conventions. (Be sure to tell the students to use at least 3 items of support with elaboration.) Teachers will be able to create a focus list of each class’s instructional needs.
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – The world is full of undesirable jobs. Think about all the jobs in the world and which one you dislike the most. Choose a job and write to explain why you would not want that job.
***Teachers will score essays using FCAT rubric. These will become baseline scores and are to be entered into Virtual Counselor by February 10.
		January 31 – February 4 
Instructional Focus this week - Interpreting prompts. How do you know what type of essay you are writing? What are you writing about? How do you know? (What words and clues are in the prompt that tell you what to write about?)
PLANNING PRACTICE – A key strategy in writing an effective response to a prompt is the planning. Planning keeps you organized, on topic, and on time. Brainstorm and create a plan for the following prompt. Encourage students to create a complete plan (include at least three items of support with elaboration). Time for this practice should be 15 minutes. SHARE and evaluate, as a class, the practice plans. Revise as necessary. Keep these plans for future use.
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – Suppose you could be anyone for one day. Think about the person you would like to be and what it would be like. Why would you want to be that person? Now explain to the reader of your paper why you would like to be that person for one day.
		February 7 - 11
Instructional Focus this week – Thesis statements and Introductions. Do you answer the question in the prompt? Are your ideas clear to the reader? Have you prepared your reader for your essay? Can this statement of ideas or point of view stand-alone? Have you engaged your reader in reading your paper? Have you introduced the ideas on which you will elaborate in the body of your paper? Use opening paragraphs from sample prompts to illustrate effective writing to the students. Anchor papers are available on BEEP or use student samples of released essays. 
Make sure you’ve done the following in the introduction:

· Written a thesis (main idea sentence) that uses key words from the prompt
· Stated at least two main reasons (that you will elaborate on in the essay)
· “Hooked” or interested the reader in reading your paper
PLANNING PRACTICE –Encourage students to create a complete plan (support and elaboration). Time for this practice should be 15 minutes. SHARE and evaluate, as a class, the practice plans. Revise as necessary. Keep these plans for future use.
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – Everyone has jobs or chores. These may be things people do because they are asked to do them or because it makes them feel good about themselves. Think about one of your jobs or chores. Now explain to the reader of your paper why you do your job or chore.
February 14 - 18
Instructional Focus this week – Types of elaboration and the development of body paragraphs, Part 1. Introduce TRIC. Discuss and give examples of the types of elaboration: facts, ideas, reasons, examples, expert testimony, emotional appeals, logical appeals, statistics, observations, anecdotes, analysis, predictions, and descriptions. Use as many as are appropriate for your students. Use sample prompts to illustrate effective writing to the students. Anchor papers are available on BEEP or use student samples of released essays. 
PLANNING PRACTICE –Encourage students to create a complete plan (support and elaboration). Time for this practice should be 10 minutes. They should be getting faster. SHARE and evaluate, as a class, the practice plans. Revise as necessary. Keep these plans for future use.
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – Inventions surround us everywhere. Inventions make out lives easier and more enjoyable. Think about one invention that would be hard to live without. Now explain why that particular invention would be difficult to live without.
February 22 - 25
Instructional Focus this week – Types of elaboration and the development of body paragraphs, Part 2. Practice “show, not tell” – the elaboration of bare statements, and choosing the “best” ideas to develop your essay. Use sample prompts to illustrate effective writing to the students. Anchor papers are available on BEEP or use student samples of released essays. 
WRITE THE ESSAY- Choose one of the planning practice prompts. These will be graded using the FCAT rubric and scores will be entered into Virtual Counselor by March 4.
		February 28 – March 4 (FCAT WRITES! 10th grade only  March 1-3)
Instructional Focus this week – Review of last week’s essays. Share and discuss strong and weak examples of the above skills. Why were they scored that way? How can we improve the weak examples? Students should make a list of their strengths and weaknesses as illustrated in this essay. Revise essays – bring them up at least to a four.
		March 7 - 11
Instructional Focus this week – Conventions, usage, and use of mature vocabulary. Use sample prompts to illustrate effective writing to the students. Anchor papers are available on BEEP or use student samples of released essays. 
PLANNING PRACTICE – Students should create a complete plan (support and elaboration). Time for this practice should be 10 minutes. They should be getting faster. SHARE and evaluate, as a class, the practice plans. Revise as necessary. 
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – Many teenagers wish they were a different age than they are. Think about the age you would like to be. Think about benefits of being that age. Now explain why you would like to be that age.
SPRING BREAK – March 14 - 18
		March 21 - 25 - 
Instructional Focus this week – Organizations of essay include transitions and conclusion. Use sample prompts to illustrate effective writing to the students. Anchor papers are available on BEEP or use student samples of released essays. 
WRITE THE ESSAY - Practice timed prompt, 45 minutes. Evaluate prompt, plan, write, and review completed essay. These will be graded using the FCAT rubric and scores will be entered into Virtual Counselor by October 22.
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 - Everyone has an activity they enjoy. Think about an activity you enjoy. Now write to explain why you enjoy the activity.
ALL STUDENTS SHOULD COMPLETE AN ESSAY CHECKLIST AND ATTACH IT TO THEIR PROMPT.		
March 28 – April 1
End of Quarter 3, Exam week

Semester TWO
	Quarter FOUR 
April 5 - 8
Instructional Focus this week – Review of last essays. Share and discuss strong and weak examples of the expository essays. Why were they scored that way? How can we improve the weak examples? Students should make a list of their strengths and weaknesses as illustrated in this essay. Compare to previous list, have students improved in their weak areas? Wrap up expository writing.
FCAT 2.0 Testing the Week of April 11 - 15
Persuasive Writing
		April 18 - 21
Instructional Focus this week – Examination of persuasive writing that is in non-prompt form (editorials, opinion columns, etc. examples are available in newspapers or online) Explain that in persuasive writing on FCAT your imagination is your database.
PLANNING PRACTICE – Students should create a complete plan (thesis, hook, support and elaboration). Time for this practice should be 10 minutes. They should be getting faster. SHARE and evaluate, as a class, the practice plans. Revise as necessary. 
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – There have been many cases of animal abuse recently. The laws have been changed to make animal abuse a criminal offense. Think about what happens to animals in this situation and the people who are accused of the offense. Convince the reader that people who are cruel to animals should or should not be prosecuted as criminals.
		April 25 - 29
Instructional Focus this week – Persuasive elaboration: FRIES, SOAPE, and/or DRAPES.
PLANNING PRACTICE – Students should create a complete plan (thesis, hook, support and elaboration). Time for this practice should be 5-10 minutes. They should be getting faster. SHARE and evaluate, as a class, the practice plans. Revise as necessary. 
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – All field trips have been canceled in your school. The principal felt students needed more time in their classrooms working on subject matter. Think about the educational benefits of having more class time in a subject versus going on field trips. Now write to convince your reader that either field trips or additional class time would be more beneficial to students.
		May 2 - 6
Instructional Focus this week – Review and analyze sample persuasive prompts that are available on BEEP. (Please do not teach classical argument. It is mistaken for off topic writing in an FCAT persuasive essay)
WRITE THE ESSAY- Practice timed prompt, 45 minutes. Evaluate prompt, plan, write, and review finished essay. These will be graded using the FCAT rubric and scores will be entered into Virtual Counselor. (See due date below)
PROMPT FOR GRADE 9 – Many people believe that sixteen years of age is too young for someone to operate an automobile. They believe that drivers should be at least eighteen years old. Think about what decisions have to be made by a driver and what demands are placed on a licensed driver. Write to persuade the reader to agree or disagree with the idea of raising the driving age to eighteen.
ALL STUDENTS SHOULD COMPLETE AN ESSAY CHECKLIST AND ATTACH IT TO THEIR PROMPT.
		May 9 - 13
Instructional Focus this week –Take this time to score the essays using the FCAT rubric. Be sure to enter the scores into Virtual Counselor by May 13. As you score the papers, share strong and weak examples of the various parts of the papers with your students. This can be a daily warm up in which the students “re-write the section to make it a 6!
		May 16 - 20
Instructional Focus this week – Editing and Revisions. Students, with guidance, will be rewriting the last prompt. Apply all lessons learned up to this point and make that essay a 6!!! These essays should be collected and re-scored.
		May 23 - 27
Instructional Focus this week – Students should review all prompts written since the beginning of the term. Again, have them compile a list of their strengths and weaknesses. Compare this list to the others created. How are we doing? Through the end of the term, refresh students using the common weaknesses to guide your instruction.
		May 31 – June 3
Instructional Focus this week – Continue refreshing of skills as necessary. Revisit the Expository Prompt. You choose the prompt. Create an FCAT Writes style setting with 45 minutes for the entire writing. Grade and record this prompt on Virtual Counselor by June 3.
		June 6 - 9
End of quarter – Exam Week.



HINTS to HELP: 
1. Use the FCAT rubric to grade these writings. Do not try to make each and every correction needed. Use the Instructional Focus the help pinpoint the areas of emphasis. These areas will then become cumulative.
2. Keep a folder of the student’s work in the classroom so that they can see their progress. This will also help you with accountability.
3. Use the FCAT PowerPoints and other materials available to you on BEEP. Also the materials we received last year from Diane Fettrow are still valid and easy to use. I have copies if you misplaced yours.
4. Please feel free to seek help at any time. Ms. Bradford and I will do what we can to help you help your students succeed.
5. ALWAYS feel free to contact The Writing Coaches, Ms. Donahue or Ms. Wicht, for assistance in FCAT Writing! They have lots of information, activities, and tips to help your increase the useful items in “your bag of tricks”!
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