The Mystery of “Tamam Shud”

Early one morning in 1947, a well-dressed man was found dead on an empty beach. He had no identification. His autopsy indicated that he had been poisoned. 
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Inside his coat pocket was a two word phrase that appeared to have been torn or cut from a book. The two word phrase was “Tamam Shud” which is Persian for “Finished” or “Ended” .
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Investigators later learned that the phrase was torn from a rare translation of a book of Persian poetry entitled “Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam”. After an exhaustive search they located the actual book from which the phrase had been torn. It had been tossed into the open window of a man’s car the day before the mystery man died and near where his body was found. Inside the book was a handwritten code:
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There was also written an unlisted phone number. The number was that of an unemployed nurse who lived within a mile of the location of the body. She admitted to owning a copy of the book and had given it as a gift to a lover two years earlier. Her lover was located alive and well, and denied knowing anything about the dead man. The lover had been an officer in the army at the time of his relationship with the woman. 

Also, the woman had written on the inside cover of the book. It was a copy of a quatrain from the book which read:

Indeed, indeed, Repentance oft before
I swore--but was I sober when I swore?
And then and then came Spring, and Rose-in-hand
My thread-bare Penitence a-pieces tore.

When questioned about the meaning of the quatrain, both the woman and her former lover were evasive.

It appears as if the identity of the man and the identity of his killer depends upon solving the code. Is “Tamam Shud” a key? Is the quatrain written by the woman in the front cover of the book a clue? Or is it something else entirely?

Good luck!
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