      Monarch High School Guidance Department
  Preparing for College Admissions: An Overview
                (  www.monarchknights.com     Click Guidance and/or BRACE  )

The Junior Year:  Planning is Essential 
**The most important tasks during Junior Year are to take challenging courses and get good grades.  This is the final full year for your transcript prior to completing college applications.  Planning for Senior year course selection is also important because (a) students need to be well-prepared for the transition to college level academics, and (b) colleges expect students to continue and to improve the rigor of coursework and will look closely at the senior schedule and senior grades.

**Students who intend to apply to 2 or 4-year colleges should take college admissions tests during Spring of Junior Year.  Students should sit for the ACT or the SAT, or preferably both.  Students going to 2-year community/state colleges such as Broward College, Palm Beach College or any of these level schools in Florida can use the CPT test (given at Monarch and at BC).  However, for Bright Futures Scholarships students need ACT and SAT for most award categories.   Students can sign up for these tests online at the following sites: (Paper forms also are available)
WWW.ACTSTUDENT.ORG             AND       WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.COM

Late Registrations and Standby Registrations are available for an extra fee.
Students on Free/Reduced Lunch may receive limited fee waivers for testing from the Monarch BRACE Office in Main Guidance.  Monarch Code for SAT & ACT: 100328
Note:  SAT Subject Tests, in addition to the SAT, are required by some out of state selective colleges.  See the colleges’ websites or the Monarch BRACE Advisor. 

**During Junior Year, Students and Parents should begin researching college opportunities, majors, requirements and costs.  Suggested Websites:
Florida Colleges:     www.FACTS.ORG
College Search and Comparison, SAT Help:    www.collegeboard.com
Portal to many, many career, college and academic resources from a Duval County                                             magnet school (excellent and open to the public):  www.cyberguidance.net
College Search and Info Site:   www.ucan-network.org
Great Resource:  www.nacacnet.org/studentresources
Test Prep:    www.number2.com      www.actstudent.org    www.collegeboard.com
              Excellent Low Cost Online SAT/ACT Prep:   www.brightstorm.com
Scholarship Searches:     www.fastweb.com             www.meritaid.com
Financial Aid:  www.finaid.org   
Filing Financial Aid (after Jan 1, Sr. Yr)  www.fafsa.ed.gov
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